
 

 
 

Oxbridge Applications is a niche consultancy that has helped over 20,000 students apply to 

Oxford and Cambridge Universities. Using a network of over 350 Oxbridge graduates, former 

Oxbridge admissions tutors and our extensive research we have achieved an average Oxbridge 

success rate of 46%, compared with the overall Oxbridge success rate of just 26%. Every year we 

work with ~10% of all Oxbridge applicants. Our clients come from both independent (38%) and 

state (62%) schools. At the end of October we run a residential Interview Preparation Weekend in 

Oxford and throughout November we will be running Interview Preparation Days across the UK. 

These events provide a chance for Oxbridge applicants experience subject-focused mock 

interviews, hear from former-admissions tutors and gain a deep insight into the Oxbridge 

admissions process – all in an interactive and fun environment. For more details please call us on 

020 7491 2393 or visit www.oxbridgeapplications.com. Our book ‘So you want to go to Oxbridge? 

Tell me about a banana…’ is available online at: 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/0955079705/ref=pd_rvi_gw_1/026-4156994-2666005?ie=UTF8 

 

and in all good book shops. Our Access Scheme ensures our expertise is fully available to 

everyone.  

 

The list below contains some of the more interesting questions asked t1,200 of our clients during 

the December 2005 Oxbridge interviews (for 2006-7 entry). If applicants cannot attend one of our 

Interview Preparation Events, our Interview Preparation Reports provide a full list of subject-

focused questions asked over the last seven years plus detailed course and college reports, 

along with interview advice. 

 

CAMBRIDGE QUESTIONS 

 

o ARE YOU AN AMBITIOUS PERSON? - ANGLO-SAXON, NORSE & CELTIC, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW DO YOU THINK THAT THE PAGAN/CHRISTIAN DIFFERENCES SHOWN IN THE 

ARCHAELOLOGY OF AVEBURY RELATE TO THAT OF THE SUTTON HOO SHIP BURIAL? - 

ARCHAEOLOGY & ANTHROPOLOGY, CAMBRIDGE 

o COMPARE MUSIC TO ARCHITECTURE ( I WAS PUSHED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ON THIS 

TOPIC FOR 20 MINS - ARCHITECTURE, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW DO YOU THINK SCIENCE AND ART LINK TOGETHER? - ARCHITECTURE, CAMBRIDGE 

o IS HUMANITY DESTINED TO REPEAT THE MISTAKES OF HISTORY?' - CLASSICAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

AND ANCIENT HISTORY, CAMBRIDGE 

o DO I THINK ITS RIGHT FOR A COUNTRY TO FIGHT ANOTHER ONE IN SELF DEFENCE - 

CLASSICS, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHETHER I COULD SEE A LINK BETWEEN GREEK AND JAPANESE CULTURE - CLASSICS, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o IF THE GOVERNMENT PASSED A LAW REQUIRING PEOPLE TO WEAR SEATBELTS, WHY MIGHT 

THIS RESULT IN MORE ROAD ACCIDENT CASUALTIES? - ECONOMICS, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHEN I WAS WALKING AROUND THE COLLEGE IN THE MORNING, WHAT QUESTIONS DID I 

THINK OR WANT THEM TO ASK ME. - ECONOMICS, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW DO YOU THINK YOU COULD CALCULATE THE NUMBER OF CALORIES THAT YOU HAVE 

BURNT AFTER YOU HAVE GONE FOR A RUN? - ENGINEERING, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW DOES A FRIDGE WORK, I HAD NO IDEA! I SUPPOSE THEY ASKED THIS SINCE I WROTE 'I 

LIKE FINDING OUT HOW EVERYDAY OBJECTS WORK' IN MY PERSONAL STATEMENT. - 

ENGINEERING, CAMBRIDGE 



o DO YOU THINK CHILDREN'S LITERATURE SHOULD BE STUDIED AT UNIVERSITY LEVEL? - ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE, CAMBRIDGE 

o I WOULD DESCRIBE MAPS AS AN EXAMPLE OF UNREAL REALISM. HOW WOULD YOU REACT 

TO THAT STATEMENT? - GEOGRAPHY, CAMBRIDGE 

o COMPARE THE EFFECTS OF LIVE 8 TO THOSE OF LIVE AID. - GEOGRAPHY, CAMBRIDGE 

o HERE IS A PAPUA NEW GUINEA TV SCHEDULE - GEOGRAPHY, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHERE'S OUR LOCAL LIMESTONE DEPOSIT? - GEOGRAPHY, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT DID I THINK OF BEN ELTON - HISTORY, CAMBRIDGE 

o AT ONE POINT WAS ASKED WHETHER THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSYTEM COULD BE 

COMPARED TO THE FEUDAL SYSTEM OF THE MEDIEVAL AGE. - HISTORY, CAMBRIDGE 

o CAN YOU SEE A CONNECTION BETWEEN BRITAIN'S 'EURO-SKEPTICISM' AND ITS OBSESSION 

WITH TEACHING ABOUT NAZISM? - HISTORY, CAMBRIDGE 

o HAS THE FRENCH REVOLUTION ENDED? - HISTORY, CAMBRIDGE 

o IF YOU COULD INTERVIEW ANYONE FROM HISTORY, WHO WOULD IT BE? - HISTORY, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o IS HITLER REALLY EVIL? - HISTORY, CAMBRIDGE 

o WAS IT MORE DETRIMENTAL OR BENEFICIAL TO ELIZABETH 1'S IMAGE TO ALIGN HERSELF 

WITH THE VIRGIN MARY? - HISTORY, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHETHER I THOUGHT STANSTED EXPANSION WAS A GOOD IDEA? - HISTORY, CAMBRIDGE 

o IS CHRISTIANITY SOLELY ABOUT SALVATION? - HISTORY (MODERN), CAMBRIDGE 

o WERE THE RUSSIAN PEASANTS MYSTICALLY CONNECTED TO THE COUNTRYSIDE? - HISTORY 

(MODERN), CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT ARE THE PARALLELS BETWEEN TOTALITARIAN CONTROL IN THE NAZI STATE AND 

FORMS OF CONTROL IN THE WESTERN WORLD TODAY? - HISTORY (MODERN), CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE SOUTH WALL OF WARWICK CASTLE? - HISTORY 

(MODERN), CAMBRIDGE 

o ISN'T GOLF ALL BASED ON LUCK? - LAND ECONOMY, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHETHER NORTHERNERS SHOULD BE FORCED TO MOVE SOUTH FOR JOBS DUE TO 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES. - LAND ECONOMY, CAMBRIDGE 

o DO YOU THINK COURTS ARE LIKE THEATRES? - LAW, CAMBRIDGE 

o DOES LAW CREATE MORALITY OR DOES MORALITY CREATE LAW? - LAW, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW COMFORTABLE IS THAT CHAIR? - LAW, CAMBRIDGE 

o SHOULD JUDGES BE ABLE TO OVER-RULE DECISIONS MADE BY PARLIAMENT? - LAW, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o "IF YOUR FRIENDS WERE HERE NOW INSTEAD OF YOU, WHAT WOULD THEY SAY ABOUT YOU? 

- MATHEMATICS, CAMBRIDGE" 

o INTEGRATE ARCTAN X ! - MATHEMATICS, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT EVER GOT YOU INTO POLE DANCING? - MATHEMATICS, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHY DO YOU PLAY TABLE TENNIS - MATHEMATICS, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT IS A TREE? - MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o AT WHAT POINT IS A PERSON "DEAD"? - MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o BEFORE MY INTERVIEW, WHEN I GOT TO THE INTERVIEW ROOM 10 MINUTES EARLY, THE 

DOOR WAS LOCKED AND THERE WAS A NOTE TO CANDIDATES INSTRUCTING THEM TO 

ENTER THE ROOM AND SIT BESIDE THE CHYMOGRAPH! I THOUGHT IT WAS A TEST AND A 

PART OF THE INTERVIEW, SO I SEAR - MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW CAN REINDEER TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPRING AND AUTUMN? - MEDICINE, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW IS A CITY LIKE A CELL? - MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW MANY GENES ARE THERE IN THE GENOME OF A RICE PLANT? - MEDICINE, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW WOULD YOU DESIGN A BETTER BRAIN - MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 



o IF I WAS GIVEN A MAGIC WAND AND I COULD ERADICATE ALL THIRD WORLD PROBLEMS 

BUT WOULD HAVE TO STOP ALL MEDICAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, WOULD I DO IT? - 

MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o IF URINE WAS EMPTIED INTO THE INTESTINE INSTEAD OF THE BLADDER, WHAT WOULD 

HAPPEN? - MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o IF YOU ARE IN A BOAT IN A LAKE AND THROW A STONE OUT OF THE BOAT, WHAT HAPPENS 

TO THE LEVEL OF THE WATER? - MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o IF YOU COULD INVITE ANY 2 PEOPLE ALIVE OR DEAD TO A DINNER PARTY, WHO WOULD 

THEY BE AND WHY - MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT DOES THE LETTER B STAND FOR IN B-LYMPHOCYTE? - MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT IS YOUR OPINION ON SPONTANTENEOUS HUMAN COMBUSTION? - MEDICINE, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o WHY DON'T WE JUST HAVE ONE EAR IN THE MIDDLE OF OUR FACE - MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT WOULD HAPPEN HERE IF SOMEONE CAUGHT BIRDFLU? (THIS QUESTION WAS ASKED 

IN GERMAN) - MODERN & MEDIEVAL LANGUAGES, CAMBRIDGE 

o DO YOU FEEL THAT THERE IS CENSORSHIP IN THE ENGLISH MEDIA? - MODERN & MEDIEVAL 

LANGUAGES, CAMBRIDGE 

o IF YOU HAD A RUGBY MATCH, AN ORCHESTRA CONCERT AND A PIECE OF HOMEWORK, 

HOW WOULD YOU PRIORITISE THEM AND WHY? - MODERN & MEDIEVAL LANGUAGES, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o IF YOU HAD TO SEND 3 THINGS IN A PACKAGE TO A GROUP OF ISOLATED TRIBESPEOPLE 

THAT WOULD IMMEDIATELY LET THEM KNOW WHAT IT MEANS TO BE 'FRENCH', WHAT WOULD 

YOU CHOOSE? - MODERN & MEDIEVAL LANGUAGES, CAMBRIDGE 

o TELL ME THE MOST INTERESTING THING ABOUT YOURSELF. - MODERN & MEDIEVAL 

LANGUAGES, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE SENTENCE 'HERE COMES BOB'? - MODERN & MEDIEVAL 

LANGUAGES, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHY DO THINGS HAVE NAMES? - MODERN & MEDIEVAL LANGUAGES, CAMBRIDGE 

o WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOURSELF AS A POST-MODERNIST? - MODERN & MEDIEVAL 

LANGUAGES, CAMBRIDGE 

o DESCRIBE A POTATO AND THEN COMPARE IT WITH AN ONION. - NATURAL SCIENCES, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o DO YOU THINK NEANDERTHALS UNDERSTOOD THE CONCEPT OF DEATH - NATURAL 

SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o IF YOU WERE A RAT WHAT WOULD BE THE MOST IMPORTANT THING TO YOU? (I THINK HE 

WANTED ME TO SAY FOOD!) - NATURAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o IS IT AN ADVANTAGE FOR A VIRUS TO KILL ITS HOST? - NATURAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o IS THERE BLOOD IN YOUR BRAIN - NATURAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o IF I COULD PASS ANY PIECE OF LEGISLATION THROUGH PARLIAMENT, WHAT WOULD IT BE? - 

PHILOSOPHY, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT ABOUT FATALISM? - PHILOSOPHY, CAMBRIDGE 

o IS IT BETTER TO BE A LEADER OR A FOLLOWER? - SOCIAL & POLITICAL SCIENCES, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o CAN YOU THINK OF A PIECE OF GOVERNMENTAL LEGISLATION THAT INCLUDES BOTH 

COMPASSIONATE AND UTILITARIAN ASPECTS? - SOCIAL & POLITICAL SCIENCES, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o DO YOU LIKE BIRMINGHAM? - SOCIAL & POLITICAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW MAY WE INTRODUCE FEMENISM MORE EFFECTIVELY INTO BUSINESS SITUATIONS? - 

SOCIAL & POLITICAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT TV I HAD WATCHED RECENTLY - SOCIAL & POLITICAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF YOU WERE IN CHARGE OF THE WORLD? - SOCIAL & POLITICAL 

SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 



o WHERE WOULD YOU TAKE A MARTIAN TO SHOW THEM BRITISH CULTURE? - SOCIAL & 

POLITICAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHY DO THE ENGLISH LIKE CRICKET SO MUCH? - SOCIAL & POLITICAL SCIENCES, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o SIX CANDIDATES, TWO PLACES, WHY YOU? - THEOLOGY & RELIGIOUS STUDIES, CAMBRIDGE 

o DEFINE 'GREED' - ECONOMICS, CAMBRIDGE 

o DISTANCE FROM LONDON TO NEW YORK, WORK OUT - ECONOMICS, CAMBRIDGE 

o TELL ME WHY PLAYING YOUR SPORT WILL MAKE YOU A BETTER ECONOMIST - ECONOMICS, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o WHY DO RYANAIR TRY AND SELL TICKETS FOR DUBLIN DAY PASSES ON FLIGHTS INTO 

LONDON STANSTED? - ECONOMICS, CAMBRIDGE 

o A MAN, WHO IS STUCK IN A BURNING HOUSE, CALLS TO YOU AND OFFERS TO PAY YOU A 

LOT OF MONEY IF YOU SAVE HIM. HOWEVER, UPON SAVING HIM, HE REFUSES TO PAY YOU 

THIS MONEY. CAN YOU SUE HIM? - LAW, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A RULE, A COMMAND AND A REQUEST? - LAW, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT IS THE MEANING OF LIFE? - LAW, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW DOES AN ELECTRIC GUITAR WORK? - NATURAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW WOULD YOU COPE IF YOU WEREN'T GETTING TOP GRADES IF YOU WERE STUDYING 

HERE? - NATURAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o IF I WANTED TO CREATE A NEW STRAIN OF POTATOES THAT WERE PURPLE, HOW WOULD I 

GO ABOUT DOING THIS? - NATURAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o IF YOU HAD TO LOOK BACK ON 2005 IN TEN YEARS' TIME, WHAT WOULD YOU TELL PEOPLE 

ABOUT IT? - NATURAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHICH WAY IS THE EARTH SPINNING? - NATURAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o DO YOU THINK THAT THE TV PROGRAMME SPACE CADETS IS MORALLY RIGHT? - SOCIAL & 

POLITICAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o IF I PUT YOU IN THE BRITISH LIBRARY FOR 3 DAYS, WHAT BOOKS WOULD YOU READ? - 

SOCIAL & POLITICAL SCIENCES, CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW ARE CATS SIMIALAR TO COWS (IN TERMS OF DIGESTION) - VETERINARY MEDICINE, 

CAMBRIDGE 

o HOW DOES A CAT KNOW HOW FAR AWAY A MOUSE IS, WHEN IT IS ABOUT TO POUNCE ON 

IT. - VETERINARY MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

o WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THE WORLDS WATER IS CONTAINED IN A COW? - VETERINARY 

MEDICINE, CAMBRIDGE 

 

OXFORD QUESTIONS 

 

o IS IT POSSIBLE TO GROW MUSHROOMS IN THE BATHROOM - BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, 

OXFORD 

o TO DESCIBE A LOG IN THE ROOM. - BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, OXFORD 

o WHY IS THE SKY BLUE? - EARTH SCIENCES, OXFORD 

o THE HAD A TOY CAR AND PROPELLED IT BY ATTACHING A BLOWN UP BALLON AND 

RELEASNG IT, THEY ASKED MY QUESTION ON HOW TO INCREASE THE SPEED, THE FLOW OF 

THE AIR AND MOMENTUM. - ENGINEERING SCIENCE, OXFORD 

o WHAT CHALLANGES DO YOU THINK YOU WOULD BE FACING AS A FORMULA 1 ENGINEER 

IN 10 YEARS TIME? - ENGINEERING SCIENCE, OXFORD 

o QUESTION: SO.....THIS VERY PASSAGE IS A FUNDAMENTAL CONTRADICTION OF ITS OWN 

MESSAGE? WHAT DOES THAT SAY ABOUT THE WRITER WHEN COMPARED TO THE TONAL 

DIFFERENCE OF THE LAST LINE? ANSWER: (PARDON???)...... - ENGLISH AND MODERN 

LANGUAGES, OXFORD 



o WOULD TAXI DRIVERS USE A DIFFERENT PART OF THEIR BRAIN TO REMEMBER ROUTES - 

EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY, OXFORD 

o WHO DO YOU MOST ADMIRE AND WHY? - LAW (JURISPRUDENCE), OXFORD 

o IF A BANK MANAGER TELLS ME I HAVE £100 IN MY ACCOUNT WHEN I ACTUALLY HAVE £90, 

AND I GO OUT AND SPEND £100 THINKING I HAVE THAT AMOUNT, WHO IS AT FAULT AND 

SHOULD I HAVE TO PAY THE MONEY BACK TO THE BANK? - LAW (JURISPRUDENCE), 

OXFORD 

o IF I SAID MANCHESTER WON A FOOTBALL MATCH BELIEVING WITHOUT A DOUBT THAT THIS 

WAS TRUE BUT ACTUALLY CHELSEA WON, WAS I LYING? - LAW (JURISPRUDENCE), OXFORD 

o DO YOU KNOW WHERE THE MULTIPLICATION SIGN CAME FROM - MATHEMATICS AND 

STATISTICS, OXFORD 

o WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PRIME NUMBERS? - MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS, OXFORD 

o "HOW CAN CHINA BE SO MATERIALISTIC, AND YET BE ONE OF THE BIGGEST BUDDHIST 

COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD IF BUDDHISM TEACHES NON ATTACHMENT? 

o HOW CAN BUDDHISTS BELIEVE IN ANATTA (NO PERMANENT SELF) AND ALSO IN KARMA 

AND REBIRTH? - ORIENTAL STUDIES, OXFORD" 

o I WAS GIVEN TWO PIECES OF CHINESE ART AND ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE SIMILARITIES 

BETWEEN THEM (AND THERE WERE HARDLY ANY!) - ORIENTAL STUDIES, OXFORD 

o HOW DO WE KNOW IF 1 + 1 = 2 IF THE CONCEPT OF NUMBERS WAS IN FACT 'INVENTED' BY 

HUMANS? - PHILOSOPHY AND MODERN LANGUAGES, OXFORD 

o WHY DO YOU THINK GRANDPARENTS FEEL THE NEED TO ACADEMICALLY SURPASS THEIR 

CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN? - PHILOSOPHY AND MODERN LANGUAGES, OXFORD 

o IS IT POSSIBLE FOR A SOCIETY TO EXIST IN WHICH EVERYONE LIES ALL THE TIME? WHY? - 

PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND ECONOMICS (PPE), OXFORD 

o DEFINE 'CRUELTY' - PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND ECONOMICS (PPE), OXFORD 

o IF THERE WERE THREE BEAUTIFUL, NAKED WOMEN STANDING IN FRONT OF YOU, WHICH ONE 

WOULD YOU PICK? DOES THIS HAVE ANY RELEVANCE TO ECONOMICS? - PHILOSOPHY, 

POLITICS AND ECONOMICS (PPE), OXFORD 

o OF ALL NINETEENTH CENTURY POLITICIANS WHICH WAS MOST LIKE TONY BLAIR? - 

PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND ECONOMICS (PPE), OXFORD 

o "PUT A MONETARY VALUE ON THIS TEAPOT! 

o (HE WASN'T JOKING EITHER!) - PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND ECONOMICS (PPE), OXFORD" 

o WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE FOLLOWING AS 'TRAITIONAL BRITISH VALUES'? DRINKING TEA, 

EATING ROAST BEEF AND HITTING SCHOOL CHILDREN... - PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND 

ECONOMICS (PPE), OXFORD 

o WHY CANT YOU LIGHT A CANDLE IN A SPACESHIP - PHYSICS, OXFORD 

o WHY DOES FIRE GO UPWARDS - PHYSICS, OXFORD 

o WHAT DO YOU THINK OF GAY COUPLES ADOPTING? - PSYCHOLOGY, PHILOSOPHY AND 

PHYSIOLOGY (PPP), OXFORD 

o WHETHER MUSSOLINI WOULD HAVE BEEN INTERESTED IN ARCHAEOLOGY - ARCHAEOLOGY 

& ANTHROPOLOGY, OXFORD 

o NAME A SCIENTIST THAT INFLUENCED ME. - ARCHAEOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY, 

OXFORD 

o EXPLAIN HOW A PERM WORKS - BIOCHEMISTRY, MOLECULAR AND CELLULAR, OXFORD 

o FOR WHICH DISEASE DO YOU THINK IT IS AN ADVANTAGE TO BE A CARRIER OF CYSTIC 

FIBROSIS? - BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, OXFORD 

o HERE'S A PEICE OF BARK, PLEASE TALK ABOUT IT. - BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, OXFORD 

o IF I SAID THAT WHEN I TOSSED THIS COIN AND EVERYTIME IT SAID HEADS YOU HAVE TO GIVE 

ME 50P BUT EVERYTIME IT SHOWED A TAILS I GIVE YOU A POUND, HOW MANY TIMES 

WOULD YOU LET ME FLIP IT AND THE COIN SHOW HEADS IN A ROW BEFORE YOU WOULD 

STOP PLAYING THE GAME? - BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, OXFORD 

o DOES LANGUAGE EXIST? - CLASSICS, OXFORD 



o SHOULD A DOCTOR KILL ONE PERSON WITH LITTLE CHANCE OF LIVING TO SAVE 3 OTHERS 

WHO NEEDED THIS PERSON'S ORGANS IMMEDIATELY TO SURVIVE? - CLASSICS, OXFORD 

o WAS AUGUSTUS JUST AN ARROGANT CHILD? - CLASSICS, OXFORD 

o WHAT IS FREE WILL? - CLASSICS, OXFORD 

o WHAT IS LIFE? - EARTH SCIENCES, OXFORD 

o ARE YOU IN IT JUST FOR THE MONEY - ECONOMICS AND MANAGEMENT, OXFORD 

o MANAGEMENT: WHAT WOULD YOU DO TO OVERCOME THE LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL 

DIFFICULTIES AFTER MERGER. - ECONOMICS AND MANAGEMENT, OXFORD 

o COMPARE STEPHEN HERO AND STEPHEN DAEDALUS TO BEAVIS AND BUTTHEAD. - ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE, OXFORD 

o COMPARE AVIAN FLU AND HURRICANES - GEOGRAPHY, OXFORD 

o DEFINE 'RISK' - GEOGRAPHY, OXFORD 

o WHAT DID I NOTICE ABOUT VEGETATION ON THE SIDE OF THE A34 NEWBURY BYPASS? (I 

WENT PAST THERE ON THE WAY TO OXFORD. - GEOGRAPHY, OXFORD 

o WHAT WOULD MAKE ANYONE WANT TO SETTLE IN A PLACE SUCH AS ICELAND? - 

GEOGRAPHY, OXFORD 

o DO YOU THINK THE DUMBING DOWN OF HISTORY FOR TELEVISION AND IN MUSEUMS IS A 

GOOD THING? - HISTORY, OXFORD 

o HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF IN PARAGRAPHS RATHER THAN SENTENCES - HISTORY, OXFORD 

o HOW WOULD ONE APPLY EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEMS TO MONGOLIA? - HISTORY 

(MODERN), OXFORD 

o WAS RUSSIA JUST TOO DAMN BIG FOR DEMOCRACY? - HISTORY (MODERN), OXFORD 

o WHAT IS YOUR VIEW ON WOMEN IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR, EG. ANY GAINS?(ASKED BY 

A PANEL OF 3 WOMEN) - HISTORY (MODERN), OXFORD 

o WHY DO ARCHAEOLOGISTS LOVE POTS SO MUCH? - HISTORY (MODERN), OXFORD 

o EXPLAIN THE SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR OF BEES - HUMAN SCIENCES, OXFORD 

o WHY DO FEW AMERICANS BELIEVE IN EVOLUTION? - HUMAN SCIENCES, OXFORD 

o EXPLAIN NAOMI CAMPBELL'S LIFE - LAW (JURISPRUDENCE), OXFORD 

o IF A MAN WAS IN PRISON AND DYING, WOULD IT BE RIGHT TO KILL HIM AND GIVE HIS 

ORGANS TO SEVEN OR SO PEOPLE? - LAW (JURISPRUDENCE), OXFORD 

o IF THERE IS A BABY IN A SUPERMARKET WITH A BOMB STRAPPED TO IT, WOULD YOU SHOOT 

THE BABY TO SAVE X NO OF PEOPLE? - LAW (JURISPRUDENCE), OXFORD 

o YOU ARE A TRAIN DRIVER. YOU ARE DRIVING A TRAIN AT MAXIMUM SPEED, AND THE 

BRAKES SUDDENLY FAIL. THE TRACK FORKS INTO 2 AHEAD OF YOU. ON THE LEFT SIDE IS A 

CAR WITH ONE MAN IN IT, ALIVE, WHO CAN'T GET OUT. ON THE RIGHT SIDE IS A CAR WITH 

FIVE MEN IN IT, AL - LAW (JURISPRUDENCE), OXFORD 

o YOU’RE IN A DESERT AND 2 ENEMIES ARE WORKING INDEPENDENTLY. ONE POISONS YOUR 

WATER BOTTLE, THE OTHER THEN TIPS THE WATER OUT (NOT KNOWING IT WAS POISONED). 

YOU WALK OUT INTO THE DESERT AND DIE OF THIRST. WHICH ONE IS GUILTY OF MURDER? - 

LAW (JURISPRUDENCE), OXFORD 

o YOUR OLD AUNT ETHEL HAS GIVEN YOU TOO MUCH MONEY FOR YOUR BIRTHDAY AND 

YOU'RE AWARE OF HER MISTAKE. SHE'S GETTING ON A BIT SO WHAT SHOULD YOU DO? 

WHAT DOES THAT LAW REQUIRE YOU TO DO? - LAW (JURISPRUDENCE), OXFORD 

o IF WE HAVE 25 PEOPLE, WHAT IS THE LIKLIHOOD THAT AT LEAST ONE OF THEM IS BORN IN 

EACH MONTH OF THE YEAR? - MATHEMATICS, OXFORD 

o WHAT MAKES A TENNIS BALL SPIN AS IT'S TRAVELLING THROUGH THE AIR? - MATHEMATICS, 

OXFORD 

o I'M GOING TO PLAY DEVIL'S ADVOCATE. HOW DO THESE PRIONS ACTUALLY AFFECT THE 

BRAIN? - MEDICINE, OXFORD 

o CALCULATE WHAT VOLUME OF WINE CAN BE DRUNK TO REACH THE LEGAL 

CONCENTRATION OF ALCOHOL IN THE BLOOD FOR DRIVING. - MEDICINE, OXFORD 

o HOW DOES THE BODY TRY TO REMOVE OR RECOGNISE POISON? - MEDICINE, OXFORD 



o HOW MANY MOLES OF H2O IS THERE IN THAT CUP OF WATER? (TUTOR RANDOMLY POINTED 

AT HIS CUP ON THE TABLE) - MEDICINE, OXFORD 

o HOW MANY PEOPLE BELIEVE IN EVOLUTION IN THE UNITED STATES? - MEDICINE, OXFORD 

o HOW WOULD I SOLVE THE AIDS CRISIS IN SOUTH AFRICA - MEDICINE, OXFORD 

o HOW WOULD YOU DESIGN AN EXPERIMENT TO DISPROVE THE EXISTENCE OF GOD - 

MEDICINE, OXFORD 

o "WHAT LEAVES YOU DRIER IF IT'S RAINING: RUNNING OR WALKING? 

 

o FIRST I SAID HAVING AN UMBRELLA, BUT I'D HEARD OF THIS PROBLEM SO I DESCRIBED THE 

DIFFERENCES AND HOW THERE'S NO POINT RUNNING IF IT'S NOT TOO FAR. 

o WHY CAN YOU NOT SEE MANY STARS WHEN YOU STAND ON TOP OF A MOUNTAIN? - 

MEDICINE, OXFORD 

o WHY SHOULD WE CHOOSE YOU OVER THE OTHER CANDIDATES - MODERN & MEDIEVAL 

LANGUAGES, OXFORD 

o WHAT I THOUGHT OF THE T.V PROGRAMME 'WIFE SWAP' AND WHAT CLASS ISSUES AROSE 

FROM THIS. - MODERN LANGUAGES, OXFORD 

o WHAT MAKES SOMETHING POETIC? - MODERN LANGUAGES, OXFORD 

o WHY HAVEN'T THERE BEEN MANY FRENCH OPERAS? - MODERN LANGUAGES, OXFORD 

o DO YOU THINK THE TYPE OF BOW A VIOLINIST USES CAN AFFECT OUR UNDERSTANDING OF 

A PIECE? - MUSIC, OXFORD 

o IF YOU WERE SENT TO A DESERT ISLAND TO STUDY COMPOSITION, WHICH 3 COMPOSERS' 

WORKS WOULD YOU TAKE WITH YOU AND WHY? - MUSIC, OXFORD 

o WHY DO BLACK MEN SAY THAT WHITE MEN CAN'T RAP? - MUSIC, OXFORD 

o WHAT DO YOU THINK OF ART FOR ART'S SAKE? WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE TURNER PRIZE? 

- ORIENTAL STUDIES, OXFORD 

o WHY DO YOU THINK CHINESE STUDENTS OBEY THEIR PARENTS MORE THAN THOSE IN THE 

UK?- THINK ABOUT HISTORICAL TRADITIONS - ORIENTAL STUDIES, OXFORD 

o WHY DO YOU THINK THE BIRTH RATE IN THE USA IS DECLINING? - ORIENTAL STUDIES, OXFORD 

o ARE YOU COOL? - PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND ECONOMICS (PPE), OXFORD 

o THE MOST BIZARRE QUESTION THAT I WAS AKED WAS THE QUESTION I WAS ASKED BY THE 

PHILOSOPHY TUTOR. A PERSON WITH 50 K IS RICH. A PERSON WITH N POUNDS IS RICH AND 

A PERSON WITH N-1 POUNDS IS ALSO RICH. SO A PERSON WITH 1 POUND IS RICH. I THEN 

HAD TO FALSIFY I - PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND ECONOMICS (PPE), OXFORD 

o THINK OF A QUESTION THAT YOU HAVE PREPARED AN ANSWER TO, ASK YOURSELF THE 

QUESTION AND SHOW US HOW YOU WOULD ANSWER IT IN A LOGICAL FASHION. - 

PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND ECONOMICS (PPE), OXFORD 

o DOES A CUP OF HOT COFFEE COOL QUICKER IF MILK IS ADDED BEFORE OR AFTER 

STIRRING? - PHYSICS, OXFORD 

o WHAT ANGLE SHOULD YOU AIM WHEN TRYING TO SHOOT A MONKEY THAT WILL FALL OUT 

THE TREE THE MOMENT YOU SHOOT - PHYSICS, OXFORD 

o WHAT FORCES ACT ON YOU WERE YOU AT THE CENTRE OF THE EARTH? - PHYSICS, OXFORD 

o "WHY COULD YOU NOT TIME A PENDULUM FOR 10000 SWINGS BY WATCHING IT WITH A 

TIMER? 

o ANSWER: YOU WOULD GET BORED - PHYSICS, OXFORD" 

o HOW WOULD YOU CONCEPTUALISE AN EMOTION? - PSYCHOLOGY, PHILOSOPHY AND 

PHYSIOLOGY (PPP), OXFORD 

o ARE YOU YOUR BODY? - THEOLOGY & RELIGIOUS STUDIES, OXFORD 

o HOW CAN CLASSICAL EPICS BE COMPARED TO THE BIBLE - THEOLOGY & RELIGIOUS 

STUDIES, OXFORD 


