THE NEED FOR CLOSER EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

OPEN LETTER TO
EUROPEAN COMMISSION PRESIDENT JUNCKER, EUROPEAN COUNCIL PRESIDENT TUSK AND
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT PRESIDENT TAJANI

Dear Sirs,

In the open letter “Upholding the Rule of Law in the European Union” [final draft 3™ November], the
Spanish government was accused of “a systematic violation of the Rule of Law in Spain”; but Josu de
Miguel and Francesc de Carreras proved conclusively that it was the Catalan authorities who violated
it, not the central government. It would seem that Europe has yet to understand the ‘what’ and the
‘why’ of this crisis, if it is to prevent it from spreading to other rich regions in the EU.

What has happened? The Catalan elites turned the regional institutions into political, social and
media-related parallel ‘structures of State’ at the service of secession, thus breaching administrative
neutrality, a pillar of democracy. They have brought pressure to bear upon professors, journalists and
judges, used the autonomous police (Mossos) as a political police to spy on politicians, businessmen
and civil organisations such as SCC [European Citizen Award 2014], and encouraged a social climate of
harassment and symbolic violence that went hand-in-hand with institutional violence. In this way they
set out to impose their arbitrary will on us, supplanting the legitimate coercion of the state and the
force of democratic law. This, together with recurring campaigns to discredit Spanish democracy, the
official lies, manipulation of history and indoctrination of children more akin to totalitarian regimes,
has meant the violation of the democratic rights of many Catalans and the Constitution itself.

They also mismanaged the economy of a thus far thriving region. Catalan debt is now unserviceable
[other than by central government FLA loans of €52.5bn so far] and, following the September/October
attempted coup d'état, more than 4,000 firms left the region, while foreign investment fell.

Having evolved into an oligarchy-led, class and identity-driven, emotional movement for secession,
Catalan nationalism has split Catalan society down the middle, with dire political and economic
consequences for the region and for Spain as a whole. A democratic and progressive European project
cannot be ambiguous with nationalism, lest it betray the principle of solidarity which underpins it.

Why has it happened? This social, political and economic crisis cannot be due to centralism, as Spain
is one of the world’s most decentralised countries. The regions have control over education, health
and social services, while Catalonia and the Basque Country also have their own police force. Navarre
and the Basque Country, two of the richest regions, enjoy unique fiscal privileges as well as further,
unconstitutional funding that national governments often surrender in order to stay in power.

Indeed, it can be argued that self-government has gone ‘too far’, as the high level of fiscal autonomy
enjoyed by the regions, 1) ‘sets them against each other’, and 2) flouts ‘the very idea of solidarity’.
There are two main reasons behind these transfers of power and public resources: (a) the ill-defined
limits to autonomy set in the Spanish Constitution; and (b) the mobilisation strategies of the socialist
parties PSOE and PSC in particular, allowing the nationalist elites [in exchange for support in power
when needed] to engineer ethno-linguistic ‘nation-building processes’ which have enlarged their local
power bases through patronage and, often, systemic corruption, as in the Palau and Pujol clan cases.
Unleashing nationalism also helped them to cover up most of their corruption, as did their deal with
the radical separatists in 2012 and engaging the masses in the pursuit of a selfish tax agreement.

Nevertheless, the EU also bears a great deal of responsibility for the situation on at least six counts:

1. The EU Parliament facilitated the violation of linguistic rights by passing a Motion in 2009 rejecting
its own Culture Commission’s report on the right to choose the language of teaching. The nationalists
used Art. #22 as a pretext to continue treating Spanish-speaking children as foreigners and thus uproot
Spanish from the curriculum in pursuit of a pre-modern, totalitarian, unidimensional (linguistic) idea
of identity. Their denial of Catalonia’s cultural diversity is at the source of the current social breach.

2. A European budget made up of just 1% of its member states’ GDP encourages secession in the richer
regions, as it offers them the benefits of market and currency integration without the need to extend
solidarity beyond their borders. Thus the citizens of wealthy Veneto and Lombardy have voted for
more autonomy, but ‘nation building’ is the next logical step: if they believe that they could rejoin
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the EU, as the Catalan separatists believed, they would also attempt to secede. And, in an EU
currently devoid of fiscal solidarity, they could even join several of their fellow member nations in
practising fiscal dumping against the rest by becoming some of the world’s worst tax havens.

3. In spite of its success, the euro is widening, rather than closing, the inter-regional economic gap.
Its predicament is well known: it cannot be saved in its present form, given that there is the same
lack of political coordination today as there was two decades ago when it was first created, because
of the persistence of ‘national self-interests’, perhaps exacerbated by the economic crisis.

4. The IMF and other experts have shown that ‘austerity’ actually delays economic recovery. But the
creditor countries (Holland, Germany, etc.) insisted yet again on demanding it from the poorer ones at
last December’s European Summit. This strategy has already punished Portugal, Italy, Greece & Spain
(the so-called ‘PIGS’) unfairly and is ‘nothing less than collective suicide and irrationality’.

5. ‘Brexit’ exemplifies the EU’s political failure and the dangers lurking behind the politics of identity
and victimhood; the UK’s above average rise in GDP since joining the EU could not prevent it. Subsidy
policies and market integration have not been sufficient there to foster a sense of belonging in a
symbolic, ‘European demos’, a space with responsibilities as well as rights.

6. The Puigdemont affair illustrates both the current limitations of that space (e.g. the EAW) and the
threat posed by techno-populism. In a ruling ‘riddled with procedural flaws’, regional magistrates
equated a protest against a managerial decision in the 80s with recurring acts against the sovereignty
of the State [the Catalan Statute, etc.], i.e. a bloodless coup d’état. Destroying ‘the foundations of
mutual recognition and judicial cooperation’ is the surest way to unravel the European Union.

As European citizens, we are proud of what we have achieved in common, from the freedom of
movement or the common currency to truly sharing initiatives like Erasmus; and we cannot allow
nationalism and populism to shatter our dream of a closer and fairer future together, or to peddle
self-interest, social division and supremacy as a way out of the crisis. But the only way to deny
demagogues their divisive narrative is to offer European citizens a better one.

We therefore request a closer integration of all the European institutions. Pan-European political
parties with a programme of fiscal solidarity, social justice and transfer of national sovereignty to
Europe, would foster the concept of European citizenship. So we trust that you will recover this
initiative, which was already put forward by the European Parliament 25 years ago, in line with the
political legacy of Ventotene, Schuman and Monnet and the principles of solidarity and progress for
all that underpin the EU. The EU should also facilitate the transition towards a ‘United States of
Europe’ to those countries within the euro zone that wish to do so.

We must bear in mind that economic integration was never the end, but the means to build a shared,
sovereign space of peace, liberty and solidarity for the European peoples — and the rest of the world.

Signatories (in personal capacity)

Luis Méndiz, sociologist and educator (retired), MA (Reading), PGCE (Reading), Forum co-ordinator
Angela Herrero, anthropologist (Barcelona-UAB), Forum co-ordinator
Mikel Arteta, PhD in Political Philosophy (Valencia), Forum co-ordinator

Dolores Agenjo, ex-teacher, philologist (University of Barcelona), Deputy Spokesperson AHORA
platform

Francisco D Alcobendas, management board AHORA platform

Martin Alonso, writer and teacher (retired), PhD in Political Science (UNED)
Santiago Alvarez, teacher and philosopher, PhD in Philosophy (Seville)
Javier Anso, SM, lawyer and political scientist

Rafael Arenas, writer, Professor of International Law at the University of Barcelona-UAB, former
president of Sociedad Civil Catalana

Omar Astorga, Professor of Philosophy at the Central University of Venezuela
Félix de Az(Ga, writer, member of the Real Academia Espaiiola



https://www.politico.eu/article/oxfam-luxembourg-ireland-netherlands-among-worst-tax-havens/
http://piketty.blog.lemonde.fr/2016/02/27/2007-2015-such-a-long-recession/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2016/aug/10/joseph-stiglitz-the-problem-with-europe-is-the-euro
https://www.theguardian.com/business/ng-interactive/2015/apr/29/the-austerity-delusion
http://piketty.blog.lemonde.fr/2016/02/27/2007-2015-such-a-long-recession/
https://elpais.com/elpais/2018/04/11/inenglish/1523447798_331237.html
https://verfassungsblog.de/the-strange-german-case-of-mr-puigdemonts-european-arrest-warrant/
http://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/katalonien-konflikt-warum-man-puigdemont-nicht-verteidigen-sollte-1.3938127
http://plus.faz.net/faz-plus/politik/2018-04-10/f4da7d222e7588802283b37a70b38920/?GEPC=s5
http://www.cvce.eu/obj/the_manifesto_of_ventotene_1941-en-316aa96c-e7ff-4b9e-b43a-958e96afbecc.html
http://www.rae.es/

Natacha Bacolla, Professor of Political Science at the University of Rosario (Argentina), assistant
director of Revista de Ciencias Sociales de la Universidad del Litoral

Michele Bagella, Professor of Monetary Economics and Dean of the Faculty of Economics, University of
Rome-Tor Vergata

Susana Beltran, Professor of International Public Law at the Autonomous University of Barcelona-UAB,
former Vice-President of Sociedad Civil Catalana, Member of the Catalan Parliament

Victor F BermUdez, high school teacher in the Netherlands
Enrique Bocanegra, cultural manager, MA Centro de Estudios de la Defensa Nacional (CESEDEN)

Paolo Buchignani, Associate Professor of Contemporary European History at the University for
Foreigners Dante Alighieri, Reggio Calabria

Eduardo Butragueno, former Professor of History of Philosophy at the University of Barcelona
Gabriel Cabello, Professor of History of Art at the University of Granada
Adolfo Calatrava, Professor of International Relations at the University Antonio de Nebrija (Madrid)

Enrique Calvet-Chambon, president of Unidos, Libres, Iguales & Solidarios (ULIS), Member of the
European Parliament (MEP)

Miguel Candel, Emeritus Professor in the History of Philosophy at the University of Barcelona

Maria del Rosario Canete, lawyer, former Professor of Procedural Law at the University of the Basque
Country (UPV-EHU), member of the National Council of dCIDE (Centro Izquierda de Espana)

Julio Carabafa, Professor of Sociology at the University of Madrid-UCM

Emilio J Castilla, NTU Professor of Management and Professor at the MIT Sloan School of
Management, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA

Francisco Castilla, Professor of Philosophy at the University of Alcala de Henares

Antonio Cazorla, Professor and Chair (Department of History) at Trent University, Peterborough,
Ontario, Canada

Asterios Chatziparadeisis, PhD in Statistics Université Pierre et Marie Curie (UPMC Paris-6), former
civil servant European Commission, General Secretariat of Research & Technology, Greece

Ramiro Cibrian, PhD (Yale), former European Commission Ambassador
Daniela Coli, Professor of History of Political Philosophy at the University of Florence

Joaquim Coll, essayist and historian, former Senior Lecturer at the University of Barcelona, City of
Barcelona Award 1998, member of Sociedad Civil Catalana

Roger Corcho, assistant at the European Parliament
Juan Antonio Cordero, Professor at the Ecole Polytechnique de Paris

Pier Virgilio Dastoli, Professor of Politics and European Institutions at the University of Rome,
president of the Consiglio Italiano del Movimento Europeo

Rafael Dobado, Professor of Economic History and Institutions at the University of Madrid-UCM,
Corresponding Member of the Real Academia de la Historia

Pepe Domingo, Social Security Layer, former Parliamentarian for Ciudadanos, former Vice-President of
Sociedad Civil Catalana, President of Impulso Ciudadano

Luciano Espinosa, Professor of Philosophy at the University of Salamanca
Lidia Falcon, lawyer and writer, President of the Partido Feminista de Esparia (PFE)
Augusto Fenollar, chemist, member of Sociedad Civil Catalana, member of AHORA platform

Pedro Fernandez, economist, former director of ACP (Alternativa Ciudadana Progresista)

Isabel Fernandez-Alonso, Professor of Communication at the Autonomous University of Barcelona-UAB,
member of the Board of Management at Sociedad Civil Catalana

Carlos Ramon Fernandez-Liesa, Professor of International Public Law & International Relations and
former General Secretary and Vice-Chancellor at the University Carlos Ill of Madrid, former
Director of the Instituto de Estudios Internacionales v Europeos ‘Francisco de Vitoria’

Ignacio Fernandez-Sarasola, Associate Professor of Constitutional Law at the University of Oviedo

Javier Fernandez-Sebastian, Professor of History of Political Thought at the University of the Basque
Country (UPV-EHU)
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Armando Fernandez-Steinko, writer, Professor of Political Science and Sociology at the University of
Madrid-UCM, member of Sociedad Civil Catalana

Luis Ferruz, writer and economist, Professor at the University of Saragossa
Sergio Fidalgo, writer and journalist, director of El Cataldn, co-founder of Concordia Civica

Maxime Forest, Associate Lecturer and Senior Researcher at the Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris
(Sciences Po)

Samuel Freeman, Avalon Professor of the Humanities and Professor of Philosophy and Law at the
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

Teresa Freixes, Professor of Constitutional Law at the University of Barcelona-UAB, Jean Monnet
Professor ad Personam, president of Concordia Civica

Paco Frutos, former General Secretary of the Partido Comunista de Espana (PCE)

Félix de la Fuente, writer on issues of the EU and former official of the European Parliament
Maria Amata Garito, President/Rector of UNINETTUNO (International Telematic University), Rome
Manel Garcia, Head of Services at the Catalan Government (Generalitat)

Juan Antonio Garcia-Amado, Professor of Philosophy of Law at the University of Leon

Maria Gerolemou, Post Doc researcher, Department of Classics and Philosophy, University of Cyprus
Alberto Gil-Ibanez, writer, Senior Corps of Civil State Administrators

Maria Teresa Giménez-Barbat, Member of the European Parliament (MEP)

Pedro Gomez, editor

Carmen Gonzalez-Enriquez, Professor of Political Science at the UNED, Madrid

Nicholas Green, UK Local Government Officer (retired), Bristol

Mauro F Guillén, Anthony L. Davis Director of The Lauder Institute and Dr. Felix Zandman Professor of
International Management at The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

Peter Harvey, teacher and translator, MA (Cambridge), PGCE (Wales)

Antonio Hermosa, Professor of Philosophy at the University of Seville, director of Araucaria: Revista
Iberoamericana de Filosofia, Politica y Humanidades

JesUs Hernandez-Alonso, Professor of Mathematics at the University of Madrid-UAM
Alejandro Herrero, former civil servant, European Commission

Axel Honneth, Professor of Philosophy at both the University of Frankfurt and Columbia University,
director of the Institut fiir Sozialforschung, Frankfurt

Enrique lainez, Senior Lecturer in Microbiology at the University of Granada

Miguel Angel Idigoras, journalist, London correspondent for TVE
Karl Jacobi, President and founder of Comvort Network
Fernando Jiménez-Sanchez, Senior Lecturer in Political Science at the University of Murcia

José Joaquin Jiménez, Senior Lecturer in Jurisprudence at the University of Granada
Teresa Jiménez-Becerril, Member of the European Parliament (MEP)
Jukka Kekkonen, Professor of Legal History and Roman Law at the University of Helsinki

Mattias Kumm, Professor for Global Public Law at the Center for Global Constitutionalism (WZB)
Berlin, and Inge Rennert Professor of Law at the NYU School of Law

Pepa Labrador, teacher and philologist (Barcelona-UAB)
Francisco Lapuerta, teacher, PhD in Philosophy (UNED)
Carmen Leal, teacher and philologist

Amable Lifan, Professor of Fluid Mechanics, Professor emeritus at the Polytechnic University of
Madrid-UPM, member of the Real Academia de Ciencias

Carmen Lopez-Alonso, Professor of History of Political Thought at the University of Madrid-UCM
Salvador Lopez-Arnal, Professor of Mathematics at the UNED, columnist at El Viejo Topo

Barbara Loyer, Director of the Institut Francais de Géopolitique University of Paris-8, and member of
the editorial board, Hérodote

Gorka Maneiro, Spokesman, AHORA platform
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Araceli Mangas, Professor of International Public Law & International Relations at the University of
Madrid-UCM, member of the Real Academia de Ciencias Morales vy Politicas

Carlo Marcaccini, Lecturer at Scuola Militare Aeronautica Giulio Douhet
Ramon Marcos, Social Security Lawyer

Enric Martinez, Senior Lecturer in Social & Political Science (ANECA), general co-ordinator of UNIDOS y
SOCIALISTAS+ por la Democracia

Carlos Martinez-Gorriaran, Professor of Aesthetics and Philosophy at the University of the Basque
Country (UPV-EHU), editor of El Asterisco

Javier Maurin, ex-Spokesman, Municipal Board Villaverde-Madrid, AHORA platform

JesUs M. de Miguel, MSc (LSE), PhD (Yale), Professor at the University of Barcelona (retired), First
‘Principe de Asturias’ Professor at Georgetown University

Josu de Miguel, Professor of Constitutional Law at the University of Barcelona (UAB)
Luis Miguez, Professor of Administrative Law at the University of Santiago de Compostela

Chantal Moll de Alba, Professor of Civil Law at the University of Barcelona, member of the European
Society for Construction Law, member of the Catalan Jurists group ‘Llibertats’

Santiago Mondéjar, political analyst, co-founder of Concordia Civica

Jerénimo Moreno, CEO and business adviser, ETEA (University of Cordoba)

Miriam Moreno, PhD in Philosophy (Madrid-UCM), former TVE producer

Javier Moscoso, Research Professor, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas (CSIC)
Javier Nart, Member of the European Parliament (MEP)

Claus Offe, Professor Emeritus of Political Sociology at the Hertie School of Governance, Berlin

José A Olmeda, Professor of Political Science and former Dean of the Faculty of Political Sciences and
Sociology at the UNED, Madrid

Antonio F Ordoiez, lawyer and local administration officer, Vice Coordinator ASEC/ASIC (Assemblea
Social de lEsquerra de Catalunya / Asamblea Social de la Izquierda de Cataluna)

Félix Ovejero, Professor of Ethics, Economics and Social Science at the University of Barcelona
Maite Pagazaurtundia, Member of the European Parliament (MEP)

Miguel Pena, Professor of Fine Art at the University of Granada

Fernando Peregrin, writer, PhD in Physics (Madrid-UCM)

Nuria Plaza, writer and teacher, ALBA University Studies in Barcelona programme

Franco Praussello, Professor of International Economics, Director of the Jean Monnet Centre and the
Post-Grad School in Economics & Finance of the EU at the University of Genoa

Josu Puelles, vice-President, COVITE (Colectivo de Victimas del Terrorismo en el Pais Vasco)
Maria Jesus Pujalte, Professor of Microbiology at the University of Valencia

Hugo Quiroga, Professor of Political Science at the University of Rosario and the University of Litoral
(Argentina), director of Revista de Ciencias Sociales de la Universidad del Litoral

Alex Ramos, doctor, Vice-President of Sociedad Civil Catalana

Antonio Robles, writer, teacher of philosophy, journalist, former Parliamentarian for Ciudadanos,
Spokesman for dCIDE (Centro Izquierda de Espafia)

Elvira Roca, writer and historian
Luis Roca, teacher, writer and philosopher, University of Barcelona

Berta Romera, anthropologist (Barcelona-UAB) and teacher

Pasquale Lino Sacca, Jean Monnet Chair ad Personam Erasmus Network “l Mediterranei” South/East
Dialogue

Marcos Sanchez, engineer and CEO

Ramon Sanchez-Tabarés, former Professor of Economics at the University of Barcelona
Laura Sancho, Professor of Ancient History at the University of Saragossa

Sergio Sanz, architect, Member of the Catalan Parliament

Julian Sauquillo, Professor of Philosophy of Law at the University of Madrid (UAM)
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Fernando Savater, writer, Professor of Philosophy (retired)
Samuel Schmidt, Political Scientist, University of Texas, Austin
Vicente Serrano, columnist

Carlos Silva, English teacher, member of Unidn, Progreso y Democracia (UPYD), Deputy President of
Impulso Ciudadano and member of the Assembly for a Bilingual School in Catalonia (AEB).

Carlota Solé, Professor emeritus, University of Barcelona (UAB)
Mauricio Suarez, Professor of Logic and Philosophy of Science at the University of Madrid-UCM

Jaime Terceiro, Professor at the University of Madrid-UCM, member of the Real Academia de Ciencias
Morales vy Politicas, King Juan Carlos Economics Award (2012)

Raffaele Torino, Professor of Comparative Private Law and European Union Law & Policies at the
University of Roma-Tre

Gabriel Tortella, writer and researcher, Emeritus Professor in Economic History, King Juan Carlos
Economics Award

Santiago Trancon, writer and teacher, founder of dCIDE (Centro Izquierda de Esparia)
Andrés Trapiello, writer, poet, essayist

Cyril Trépier, PhD in Geography, Post-Doc researcher at the Institut Francais de Géopolitique,
University of Paris-8

Enrique Ujaldon, writer, Professor of Political Philosophy at the University of Murcia, co-founder of
the platform Libres e Iguales

Alfonso Valero, Principal Lecturer at the Nottingham Law School (Nottingham Trent University),
Deputy Editor for the Nottingham Law Journal, member of the Society of Legal Scholars

Guillermo del Valle, lawyer, Deputy Spokesperson AHORA platform
Rodrigo Vazquez de Prada, journalist, Director of the weekly digital Crénica Popular

Salvatore Veca, Professor Emeritus of Political Philosophy at the Istituto Universitario di Studi
Superiori, Pavia
Reyes de la Vega, Senior Lecturer in Chemistry at the University Pablo de Olavide (Seville)

José Luis Vergara, communication advisor
José A Zorrilla, former Ambassador of Spain to Georgia and the Caucasus States (Tbilisi)

Michael Zurn, Professor of International Relations at the Free University Berlin, Director of the Global
Governance Unit and Head at the Center for Global Constitutionalism (WZB)
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